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Maintain the boat and safety equipment – Why?
• What are the consequences of lack of maintenance?

• Things break – not good when out on the water!
• Things leak – not good when out on the water.
• Things run out – running out of fuel is not good.
• Ropes & Lashings – replace when required.
• Batteries need to be charged.

• What about safety equipment?
• Empty fire extinguishers
• Life jackets that don’t fit
• First aid kit empty or missing

• What equipment should I have on this boat?
• Check the emergency plan..
• Where is it stowed?
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Also floatation cushion (helm) and 2x L/60k+ inflatable vests
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Launching:
Ok this boat is on a dry store at Marmong Point Marina and
the crew use a big forklift to place it in the water.

We have fenders to stop bumping against the seawall and use 
Lines to bollards to secure the boat to the dock.
Remember that whist a car steers from the front, a boat steers
from the back (stern) (unless fitted with bowthrusters which we don’t have)
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Remember wind and tide – these will both act on the boat
and push it about. You need to work with it…
On a boat this size, try and get a helper and as skipper – it’s
Your responsibility to make sure that they know what is
expected of them and you are required to keep them safe!

How about a trailer?
If you’re launching from a trailer – here’s some pointers
Make your backing up anticlockwise curves, not clockwise.
That way you can see out the side the back of the trailer.
Make sure a line is attached when you take off the restraints
Don’t know how many time I’ve seen boats float off..

Have a decent weight on the traction wheels of the tow vehicle
especially important when retrieving or you’ll just spin the wheels & make smoke

Float the boat off once the wheels are semi-submerged
Clear the ramp promptly for the next launching.
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Trip Planning:
Tell me what the weather forecast is for today?
How did you check it?
Have you checked that the boat is suitable to take you safely to 
where you’re going?
How many occupants can the boat carry? Is there enough safety 
equipment for them (correct size lifejackets)?
Have you got water to drink, food to eat, sunscreen, etc.
Who have you told where you are going and who shall any 
emergency responder call? When did you say you’d be back?
When you get back, what do you do?

Make your own checklist…
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Towing:

The safety of the vessel towing is the priority.
Ensure that you can quickly release the towline if
There is danger to the towing vessel by the tow.

Suggest use either a “slip bowline” or a 
“draw hitch” as well as have the observer with
Ready access to cut the towline.

You must have an “observer” when towing anything!
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My Checklist
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Navigate



























If someone’s in the water near the propeller – turn the engine off!
Remember soggy clothes add considerable weight when hauling a clothed victim into your boat.



Check the waterways local charts for mooring locations



Lake Macquarie is a great
place to have fun on the  water


